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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: application, filed 02/16/2005; 
amendment filed 02/17/2009. 

2. Claims 1-43 are pending in application. Claims 1 , 28, 35 and 38 are amended by 
applicants. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments, see Remark, filed 02/17/2009, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-43 under 103(a) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Sandberg (WO 96/29667) 
and Salste (WO 01/28154). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. Claims 1-21, 25, 27-33, 35-38, 40, 41 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 
(a) as being unpatentable over Sandberg (WO 96/29667) in view of Salste (WO 
01/28154). 

6. With respect to claim 1 , Sandberg discloses a method for secure and automated 
transmission of confidential information, in particular an identification code, to an 
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authenticating organization (provide security in the transmission of a credit card 
number... piece 41 is sent to the merchant 16, and the other 45 is sent to the verification 
agent 20, see p. 4, lines 12-18) during a transaction with a user according to which a 
first part of the confidential information is sent to the authenticating organization over a 
first network (the credit card number may split into two pieces. Only one piece 41 is sent 
to the merchant 16, see p. 4 linesl 5-17), characterized in that it comprises a stage 
according to which the user sends the second part of the confidential information, 
complementary to the first part, to a neutral intermediary over a second network (the 
other 45 is sent to the verification agent 20, see p. 4, linesl 7-1 8) then sending to the 
authenticating organization, over a third network (300), the complementary part of the 
confidential information which it has received (see fig. 1 and fig. 2), the neutral 
intermediary (4) having not access to all the confidential information, only the 
authenticating organization (3) retrieving all the confidential information (the confidential 
information ... is not available on any one link at a given time ... It is only available in the 
hands of the initiator... and verifying agent, and not to the verification-seeking party, see 
p. 3, line 28 through p. 4, line 2). 

7. Sandberg doesn't explicitly disclose disjointed network. However, Salste 
discloses second network disjointed from the first network (transmitting confidential 
information ... which a part of the information to be transmitted can be transmitted via 
an open telecommunication network and another part is transmitted via a closed 
telecommunication network, see abstract). It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify Sandberg with 
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disjointed network of Salste to improve data security and reduce the risks of an 
unauthorized party gaining access to the confidential information, see p. 4. 

8. With respect to claim 2, Salste discloses that the two complementary parts are 
entered on disjointed terminals (see fig. 1). It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify Sandberg with 
Salste to reduce the risks of an unauthorized party gaining access to the confidential 
information, see p. 4. 

9. With respect to claim 3, Sandberg discloses transmission of the first part of the 
confidential information to the authenticating organization is carried out directly between 
the user and said organization over the first network (Only one piece 41 is sent to the 
merchant 16, see p. 4 linesl 5-1 7). 

1 0. With respect to claim 4, Sandberg discloses the user sends the first part of the 
confidential information to a supplier of goods or services over the first network (Only 
one piece 41 is sent to the merchant 16, see p. 4 linesl 5-1 7); the supplier then sends 
the first part to the organization over a third network (see fig. 2 tag/piece one). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 5, Sandberg discloses at least one session identifier, 
shared between at least two of the parties to the transaction, allow the authenticating 
organization to reconstitute automatically the confidential information which the user 
sends to it (the verification agent 20 combines the tagged pieces of the credit card 
number to reconstruct the number, see p. 4, lines 25-27). 

12. With respect to claim 6, Sandberg discloses each session identifier is generated 
by at least one of the parties (1 , 2, 3, 4) to the transaction (The confidential information 
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may include an identification number, e.g., a credit card number. The transaction may 
include a purchase ... verification agent of a credit card company, p. 3). 

13. With respect to claim 7, Sandberg discloses coordinates for calling back the user 
over the second network are sent to the neutral intermediary by the authenticating 
organization (3) over the third network (fig. 1 and fig. 2). 

14. With respect to claim 8, Sandberg discloses coordinates for calling back the user 
over the second network are sent to the neutral intermediary by the supplier of goods or 
services over the third network (fig. 1 and fig. 2). 

1 5. With respect to claim 9, Sandberg discloses the communication over the first 
network between the user and the authenticating organization or the supplier of goods 
or services is transferred automatically to the neutral intermediary for the transaction 
(fig. 1 and fig. 2). 

16. With respect to claim 1 0, Sandberg discloses coordinates for calling back the 
user over the second network are sent to the neutral intermediary by the user over the 
first network (100) (fig. 1 and fig. 2). 

1 7. With respect to claim 1 1 , Sandberg discloses the neutral intermediary contacts 
the user automatically over the second network to retrieve the second complementary 
part of the confidential information (fig. 1 and fig. 2). 

18. With respect to claim 1 2, Sandberg discloses the user contacts the neutral 
intermediary over the network to send the second complementary part of the 
confidential information, associated with a session identifier (fig. 1 and fig. 2). 
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19. With respect to claim 13, Sandberg discloses the third network is a secure point 
to point network (fig. 1 and fig. 2). 

20. With respect to claim 14, Sandberg discloses the neutral intermediary requests 
the user to provide, in addition to the confidential information to be sent to the 
organization, a personal code which allows the user to be identified (The confidential 
information may include an identification number, e.g., a credit card number. The 
transaction may include a purchase ... verification agent of a credit card company, p. 3). 

21 . With respect to claim 15, Sandberg discloses the personal code is sent, via a 
secure point to point network, to a second authenticating organization with which the 
user has previously registered or to which the user is known (fig. 1 and fig. 2). 

22. With respect to claim 16, Sandberg discloses the personal code is a digital or 
voice code entered on a connected terminal (The confidential information may include 
an identification number, e.g., a credit card number. The transaction may include a 
purchase ... verification agent of a credit card company, p. 3). 

23. With respect to claim 17, Sandberg discloses the user is automatically guided by 
the neutral intermediary through the various stages of the method for sending the 
second part of the confidential information over the first and/or second network 
respectively, in a coordinated and optionally synchronized manner (see fig. 1 and fig. 2). 

24. With respect to claim 18, Sandberg discloses the user is automatically guided by 
the various parties to the transaction through the various information exchange stages 
over the first and/or second networks respectively, in a coordinated and optionally 
synchronized manner (see fig. 1 and fig. 2). 
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25. With respect to claim 19, Sandberg discloses the neutral intermediary and/or the 
organization store(s) the coordinates of user in an uncoded or reversibly encrypted 
manner (page. 5, lines 7-24). 

26. With respect to claim 20, Sandberg discloses the neutral intermediary and/or the 
organization store(s) in an uncoded or reversible encrypted manner the second 
complementary part of the confidential information supplied by the user over the 
network (this would make the message highly secure even without encryption, see p. 8, 
lines 24-25). 

27. With respect to claim 21 , Sandberg discloses the neutral intermediary and/or the 
organization store(s) the personal code sent by the user in an uncoded or reversible 
manner (the message could be broken down... this would make the message highly 
secure even without encryption, see p. 8, lines 20-25). 

28. With respect to claim 25, Nagel discloses the personal code is stored, optionally 
in combination with the coordinates of the user on the network by means of an 
undecipherable coding (see fig. 1, 2). 

29. With respect to claim 27, Sandberg discloses the neutral intermediary contacts 
the user again after the latter has disconnected from the first network, said connection 
to the first network being re-established once the second part of the confidential 
information has been sent to the neutral intermediary (see fig. 1 , 2). 

30. Claims 28-29 differ from claims 1 -2 only in that claims 1 -2 are a method claim 
whereas, claims 28-29 are system claims. Thus, claims 28-29 are analyzed as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 1-2 above. 
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31 . With respect to claim 30, Salste discloses the first and second networks use 
different communication technologies and protocols (see fig. 1). It would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Sandberg with Salste to reduce the risks of an unauthorized party gaining 
access to the confidential information, see p. 4. 

32. With respect to claim 31 , Salste discloses the entry means on the first network 
are independent of the entry means on the second network (see fig. 1 ). It would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to modify Sandberg with Salste to reduce the risks of an unauthorized party gaining 
access to the confidential information, see p. 4. 

33. With respect to claim 32, Sandberg discloses the authenticating organization, the 
neutral intermediary and/or the supplier of goods or services comprise means capable 
of generating or managing at least one session identifier for exchanging and/or 
retrieving information concerning the transaction and allowing the authenticating 
organization to reconstitute the confidential information sent by the user via the entry 
means over the first and second networks (see fig. 1 and fig. 2). 

34. With respect to claim 33, Salste discloses the neutral intermediary comprises 
means capable of automatically contacting the entry means of the user over the second 
network so that the user sends the second part of the confidential code (fig. 1). It would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Sandberg with Salste to enable user follow the required steps. 
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35. With respect to claim, 35, Salste discloses the supplier of goods or services 
comprises means capable of transferring the communication over the first network 
between the means of entry situated at the location of the user connected to server- 
forming means situated at the supplier to server-forming means situated at the neutral 
intermediary, thus automatically connecting the user to the neutral intermediary and 
thus enabling the two parties to interact (see fig. 1). It would have been obvious at the 
time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Sandberg with Salste to enable the different networks communicate with each other. 

36. With respect to claim 36, Salste discloses the supplier of goods or services, the 
authenticating organization and the neutral intermediary comprise means allowing the 
transmission of secure point to point data over a third network (fig. 1 , 2, 3). It would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Sandberg with Salste to prevent disclosure of information and data. 

37. With respect to claim 37, Sandberg discloses the neutral intermediary has means 
enabling it to coordinate and/or synchronize messages over the networks (see fig. 1, 2). 

38. With respect to claim 38, Sandberg discloses the neutral intermediary and/or the 
authenticating organization comprise(s) means capable of storing information supplied 
by the user and system utilization statistics (a terminal 17 receives the information and 
stores it pending verification, p. 1 , lines 21-22). 

39. With respect to claim 40, Salste discloses the user comprises means capable 
of automatically contacting the server-forming means of the neutral intermediary over 
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the second network in order to send the second part of the confidential code (see fig. 1 
and 3). 

40. With respect to claim 41 , Salste discloses the neutral intermediary comprises 
means capable of being contacted by the user over the second network to enable the 
transmission of the second part of the confidential information (see fig. 1 , 3). It would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Sandberg with Salste to perform requisite function with respect to 
the transaction and reduce the risks and liability for unauthorized disclosure of private 
information. 

41 . With respect to claim 43, Sandberg discloses the authenticating organization also 
comprises the means of the neutral intermediary (see fig. 1 , 2). 

42. Claims 22-24, 26, 34, 39 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Sandberg (WO 96/29667) in view of Salste (WO 01/28154) and 
further in view of Nagel et al. (US 7,181,017) hereinafter Nagel. 

43. With respect to claim 22, Nagel discloses the neutral intermediary and/or the 
organization establish a transaction log (fig. 1, transaction log 12). It would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Sandberg and Salste with Nagel to record each transactions, which may be used 
for auditing, reconciliation, verification, trend analysis, or other purposes, col. 20, lines 
50-66). 
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44. With respect to claim 23, Nagel discloses the log established by the neutral 
intermediary and/or the organization is anonymous (This log potentially allows 
subsequent aspects of a transaction to be anonymous, with the identifier of the User 20, 
col. 20, lines 53-54). It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify Sandberg and Salste with Nagel to 
allow subsequent aspects of a transaction to by anonymous, col. 20, lines 53-54). 

45. With respect to claim 24, Nagel discloses the anonymity of the log is ensured by 
a non-decipherable coding of a combination of the coordinates of the user sent over the 
second network and of the second part of the confidential information sent by the user 
to the neutral intermediary over the second network (it is possible to permit anonymity of 
one part, for example a sender of a message, by employing anonymous cryptographic 
protocols, such as a employed in micropayment technology, col. 30, lines 11-14). It 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Sandberg and Salste with Nagel to allow subsequent 
aspects of a transaction to by anonymous, col. 20, lines 53-54). 

46. With respect to claim 26, Nagel discloses the neutral intermediary sends an 
advice linked to the transaction log of the user over the network (fig. 1 , intermediary 1 0, 
transaction log 12). It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to modify Sandberg and Salste with Nagel to 
record each transactions, which may be used for auditing, reconciliation, verification, 
trend analysis, or other purposes, col. 20, lines 50-66). 
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47. With respect to claim 34, Nagel discloses the neutral intermediary comprises 
means capable of generating digital fingerprints or unidirectional encryption (a 
generated digital fingerprint associated with the digital information to a digital fingerprint 
previously generated which is unique to the requesting computer system, col. 41 , 22- 
24). It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Sandberg with Salste with Nagel to identify data and 
associated user and networks. 

48. With respect to claim 39, Nagel discloses the neutral intermediary comprises 
means capable of voice recognition and/or voice synthesis (col. 76, lines 40-41 , 
selection of a voice recognition data base). It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify Sandberg and 
Salste with Nagel to have more way of inputting data in to system and network. 

49. With respect to claim 42, Nagel discloses the neutral intermediary and/or the 
organization comprise(s) means capable of identifying the user in a log using the 
confidential code sent during the transaction (fig. 1 , transaction log 12). It would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to modify Sandberg and Salste with Nagel to record each transactions, which may 
be used for auditing, reconciliation, verification, trend analysis, or other purposes, col. 
20, lines 50-66). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SHAHROUZ YOUSEFI whose telephone number is 



Application/Control Number: 10/524,772 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2432 

(571) 270-3558. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00- 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IS. YV 

Examiner, Art Unit 2432 



/Gilberto Barron Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2432 



